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that reluctance to put myself through the agony.  As cliché as it sounds, the better runs are those when I challenge myself to literally, hit the ground running.  If I start 
strong, I can focus on my thinking and not how many more miles to go.  On one of my recent runs, I was thinking and planning for 2022.  It is no exaggeration that First 
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us, you will have easier, more convenient ways to access our services.  Additionally, it is a priority for us to contact you more often to make sure we are providing the 
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Please make plans to join us at our annual meeting on Monday, March 28th at the Hiawatha Community Center.

As always, stop in and say hi, introduce yourself or even comment on what you want First Federal to do for you!
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When it comes to personal finances, your 
credit score is the single most important 
number you should know. A strong credit score can 
open up doors to loans and credit cards that offer 
better terms and rates than you would receive with a 
low score.  A credit score of 750 or higher is considered 
excellent but having a rating above 700 is still considered good. Typically, you 
don’t want your rating to fall below 700. Building and maintaining an excellent 
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Following are steps you can take to get your score moving in the right direction. 

1. �3�D�\���E�L�O�O�V���R�Q���W�L�P�H���� Payment history accounts for 35% of your credit score. Set 
up automatic payments on your accounts to ensure you don’t miss a payment and 
get into a habit of paying bills on time.

2. �0�D�N�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V���H�D�F�K���P�R�Q�W�K�����������&�U�H�G�L�W���X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V���I�R�U��
30% of your credit score. If your balances are too high on certain accounts, 
consider making multiple small payments each month to reduce the amount of 
credit you’re using.

3. Keep credit card balances low.  Just because you have a $20,000 limit on a 
�F�U�H�G�L�W���F�D�U�G���G�R�H�V�Q���W���P�H�D�Q���\�R�X���V�K�R�X�O�G���X�V�H���L�W���D�O�O�����7�U�\���W�R���N�H�H�S���\�R�X�U���F�U�H�G�L�W���X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
below 30%. That will tell lenders you are a safe borrower.

4. �&�K�H�F�N���\�R�X�U���F�U�H�G�L�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���H�D�F�K���\�H�D�U���� Visit www.annualcreditreport.com 
at least once a year to request your credit report and dispute any errors that may 
be pulling your score down.

We would be happy to visit with you on these tips or any other mortgage loan 
questions. Call or email us today to find a mortgage solution that is right for 
you!
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It’s the new year…is it time to clean out those old monthly statements crammed in 
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�L�Q�W�R�� �R�X�U�� �R�]�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �V�D�I�H�O�\�� �G�L�V�S�R�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�P�� �I�R�U�� �\�R�X�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �R�X�U�� �V�H�F�X�U�H��
document destruction and shredding service.  There is no cost for this convenient 
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will dispose them for you.
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Making a payment on your First Federal loan is now as easy as sending a text!  
First Federal borrowers now have access to MessagePay, our new text messaging 
payment service.  Once you enroll, you will receive a reminder of your payment 
that is due and you can simply respond to the text to make your next loan 
payment.  It’s that easy!  Enroll for message pay at FirstFedCU.com/MessagePay
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First Federal employees spent part of the Veterans Day holiday volunteering in 
the community.  A group of employees provided volunteer hours at Linn County 
Food Bank and another group donated time at HACAP
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